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October 12, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We are pleased that you will be in New Orleans this week to assess the status of the City’s recovery from
Hurricane Katrina, and to strengthen the federal government’s responsiveness to our needs in the Gulf
Coast area.

We want to call your attention to a controversy in New Orleans that would benefit from the kind of
leadership you showed as a Senator regarding Promontory Point in Chicago, when you brought together
well intentioned people who were battling each other to a standstill over the proposal to tear out the
historic limestone revetment along Lake Michigan and replace it with concrete.

Our controversy — a misguided effort that would “destroy the city in order to save it” -- is the plan rushed
through at the end of the prior administration to bulldoze 263 homes and businesses in the diverse,
working-class Lower Mid-City neighborhood, to build two new suburban-sprawl medical centers — one
for Louisiana State University, funded in part by FEMA, and the other for the Department of Veterans
Affairs, with additional funding from HUD to seize and demolish homes and businesses.

Homeowners, business owners, schools and others within the Mid-City district have been working hard
to restore their historic properties since the hurricane, in many cases with federal assistance.
Sustainable alternatives that cost less, cause less destruction, and would take less time — speeding
economic development and the return of healthcare and medical schools — are being presented and
praised by many experts, but not being considered by state and city officials.

New Orleans has abundant vacant land and buildings that could be used for these critically needed
medical centers without resorting to bulldozing a historic neighborhood and abandoning the city’s
central business district. Most notably, the historic Charity Hospital building, an art deco landmark,
could be gutted and rebuilt as a state-of-the-art facility, at a savings of $283 million and with a
construction time at least two years faster. The VA Medical Center could easily be relocated to the site

more connected with LSU and Tulane medical schools, sparing 123 historic buildings within the Mid-City
National Register Historic District.
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